
LIVE ON STAGE& SCREEN

BASED ON THE PICTURE BOOK BY 
JULIA DONALDSON AND AXEL SCHEFFLER

When we first read ‘The Gruffalo’ in 1999, we immediately loved it. We were thrilled 
that others felt the same way, but little did we know how popular it would become! 
Our first performance of the show was in May 2001, just 18 months after the book was 
published. Since then the book has become a huge global success and our show has 
travelled the world and entertained audiences for nearly twenty years.

This year we weren’t able to perform the show live to audiences in a theatre as usual, 
but we are thrilled to present this special live-streamed version which allows us to reach 
families and schools all over the world! We hope that you enjoy watching it as much as 
we enjoyed making it - and we hope to see you in person at a theatre very soon.

GET IN TOUCH!
#gruffstream

Sign up for news and offers at
www.tallstories.org.uk

If you have a problem accessing the show, 
email us at info@tallstories.org.uk. This will 
be monitored throughout every performance.

@TallStoriesLive

/TallStoriesTheatre

@tallstories

 The Gruffalo © Julia Donaldson and Axel Scheffler 1999 – Macmillan Children’s Books 

While you’re waiting for the show 
to begin, complete the dot-to-dot 
to make a creature with terrible 
tusks and terrible claws!

BUTTERFLY HUNT!
Can you find 10
butterflies in this 

programme? 

Presented in association with The Lowry



LIVE-STREAM PRODUCTION
Live-Stream Stage Directors: Olivia Jacobs 
and Toby Mitchell
Broadcast Director: Andrew Pugsley
Sound: Oscar Thompson
Camera Operators: Toby Mitchell, 
Natalia Scorer, Robyn Wilson
Assistant Stage Manager: Sam Conway
Communications: Harriet Billington, 
Lucy Wood, Nat Habety
Ticketing and Streaming: TicketCo TV
Marketing: Mobius Industries
Press and PR: The Corner Shop PR
BSL Introduction: Charlotte Arrowsmith 
and Laura Goulden
Theatre Captioner: Alex Romeo

FOR TALL STORIES
Joint Artistic Director: Olivia Jacobs
Joint Artistic Director: Toby Mitchell
Executive Director: Lucy Wood
Creative Programme Manager: Natalia Scorer
Production Coordinator: Harriet Billington
Production Assistant: Robyn Wilson
Finance Officer: Sheila McClenaghan

THANKS TO...
Julia Donaldson CBE, Axel Scheffler and all at 
Macmillan Children’s Books
Daryl Shute and all at Magic Light Pictures
Showstopper Productions Ltd, Something for the 
Weekend and Suzanna Rosenthal for live-streaming 
equipment and expertise
All at The Lowry, Salford Quays especially Steve 
Cowton
All at Kenny Wax Family Entertainment
Felix Hayes, Sharon McArdle, Thomas Warwick and 
all previous Gruffalo casts
Islington Council, Islington Cultural Enrichment 
Team and Central Library, Islington
Pleasance Theatre Trust, Hamilton Town House and 
Lanark Memorial Hall, Theatre Royal Nottingham, 
Brighton Dome
The Tall Stories Board of Trustees
This show is for Dan, Joe, Jessica, George and their 
parents.

CAST
Mouse: Rebecca Newman
The Gruffalo: Ashley Sean-Cook
Predators: Jake Addley
Understudy/Assistant Stage Manager: Steve McCourt

PRODUCTION
Director: Olivia Jacobs
Creative Producer: Toby Mitchell
Designer: Isla Shaw
Lighting Designer: James Whiteside
Puppetry Designer: Yvonne Stone
Music and Lyrics: Jon Fiber, Olivia Jacobs, Robin 
Price and Andy Shaw
Company Stage Manager: Charlie Hodsdon
Music Production: Jon Fiber and Andy Shaw for 
JollyGoodTunes
Costume Supervisor: Martin Rodges
Costume Makers: Christine Atkinson, 
Calum Harvey, Aislinn Luton, Alice Lessing
Choreographer: Morag Cross
Associate Choreographer: Bex Allingham
Scenic Construction: Harrogate Theatre Scenic 
Services
Set Transportation: CEG Logistics

CREATING YOUR AT-HOME THEATRE EXPERIENCE
Dim the lights and set the stage! Colour in the pictures of each item you have ready for your viewing.

Your ticket
(cut out and fill in 
the one above!)

Plenty of snacks 
and drinks

Your grown-up 
has found the 
booking email

A comfy seat A favourite friend to 
watch with you

Your screen 
is set up

You’re dressed 
and ready 

(party dress, comfy pyjamas, 
Gruffalo costume... 

it’s up to you!)

Curtains are 
closed

Lights are 
dimmed







ASHLEY SEAN-COOK 
The Gruffalo
What have been your favourite projects?
‘My Pet Monster and Me’ - I co-devised the show and 
played the monster. He was super fun to play and the 
suit let me get away with all kinds of stuff!
What was your favourite story as a child?
My Nan would tell me one called ‘The Six Servants’. 
It’s still a favourite now. I have no idea whether it’s a 
famous story or if she had made it up, but she told 
it brilliantly!

REBECCA NEWMAN
Mouse
What have been your favourite projects?
‘We’re Going on a Bear Hunt’. I played Girl and I got 
to travel all around the world looking for bears and 
making people laugh, which is my favourite thing to do.
What is your favourite story as a child?
The Beatrix Potter books. She wrote stories about 
hedgehogs, squirrels, foxes and... mice. So, can you 
imagine how excited I am to finally be playing a mouse!

JAKE ADDLEY
Predators
What have been your favourite projects? 
Touring the world with ‘The Gruffalo’s Child’ and the 
rest of the deep dark wood was a particular highlight.
What was your favourite story as a child? 
‘Where the Wild Things Are’. I used to pretend my 
room turned into a magical land for me to escape to 
when I was bored of doing normal things!

STEVE McCOURT
Understudy/Assistant Stage Manager
What have been your favourite projects?
Last year I made a play with my best friend called 
‘Royal Hunter’. It was the most fun I’ve ever had!
What was your favourite story as a child?
I grew up on ‘Where the Wild Things Are’. Max 
inspired me to keep exploring, keep believing, but 
always be home in time for tea. 

TOBY MITCHELL
Creative Producer
What have been your favourite projects?
As a director, ‘The Snow Dragon’ and ‘The 
Snail and the Whale’; as a writer/performer, 
‘Future Perfect’ and ‘Alice and the Little 
Prince’.
What was your favourite story as a child?
‘Alice in Wonderland’ (for its nonsense and 
intelligence) and ‘Winnie the Pooh’ (for its 
silliness and philosophy).

OLIVIA JACOBS
Director
What have been your favourite projects?
I have huge affection for all the shows 
we’ve made but it’s always exciting to make 
something new - so the newest one!
Why did you want to work in theatre?
My parents took me to see Shakespeare at 
the grand old age of three and I was hooked. I 
love seeing a good story come to life.

JAMES WHITESIDE
Lighting Designer
What have been your favourite projects? 
I’m very lucky to have worked on all sorts of 
projects, so it’s very hard to pick a favourite. 
But I did have a blast the first time I went to 
New York with Tall Stories!
What was your favourite story as a child?
It was ‘The Wind in the Willows’, and it still is! 
One day I would like to light it on stage.

YVONNE STONE
Puppet Designer
What have been your favourite projects? 
I’ve worked on some fantastic projects, lots 
of them with Tall Stories, but working on the 
puppets for ‘War Horse’ was particularly 
memorable.
What imaginary monster would you 
invent? 
I’d invent a monster to scare away all the mess 
in my house!

ANDREW PUGSLEY
Broadcast Director
What have been your favourite projects? 
I’ve loved doing all kinds of fun online stuff with 
‘Showstopper! The Improvised Musical’ recently. 
We make up songs and tell stories and it’s joyful.
What imaginary monster would you 
invent?
Theo the Theatre Monster - he would sing 
songs and and do tap dances and entertain me 
all day long! 

CHARLIE HODSDON
Company Stage Manager
What have been your favourite projects? 
As Deputy Technical Manager at St James 
Theatre, London, I worked on hundreds of 
shows, too many to choose a favourite!
What do you like best about your job?
Travelling and touring with a show, it’s a great 
way to see the world and experience new 
places and theatres.

OSCAR THOMPSON
Sound
What have been your favourite projects? 
Rob Brydon’s ‘Songs and Stories’ UK Tour and 
‘Showstopper! The Improvised Musical’ have 
to be two of my favourite projects so far. 
What do you like best about your job?
The best bit about this job is the change, 
working on a different project or show every 
week is very rewarding and creative. 

JULIA DONALDSON is the author 
of some of the world’s best-loved children’s 
books, including modern classics ‘The Gruffalo’ 
and ‘The Gruffalo’s Child’, which together 
have sold over 17 million copies worldwide. 
She was Children’s Laureate 2011-13 and has 
been honoured with a CBE for Services to 
Literature. 

AXEL SCHEFFLER is a star illustrator 
whose instantly recognisable, warm and witty 
illustrations have achieved worldwide acclaim 
and numerous awards. Axel’s artwork is 
exhibited internationally; he has illustrated for 
many charities, and designed the Royal Mail 
Christmas stamps in 2012. Born in Hamburg,  
Axel now lives with his family in London. 

ON SCREEN

OFF SCREEN
ISLA SHAW
Designer
What have been your favourite projects?
I designed ‘Macbeth’ at Shakespeare’s Globe. 
It’s incredibly exciting to have 1600 people 
responding to work in that space! It’s raw and 
exciting! 
What do you like best about your job?
I really enjoy how every day is different, from 
research and problem solving, to working 
creatively with the director.

JON FIBER & ANDY SHAW
Music and Lyrics
What have been your favourite projects? 
We enjoyed working on so many Tall Stories 
shows. We think our favourites were the 
first one, ‘Rumpelstiltskin’ in 1998 and ‘The 
Canterville Ghost’ in 2018.
What was your favourite story as a child?
Jon’s was ‘Peter and the Wolf’ (although it 
terrified him!) and Andy’s was ‘The Adventures 
of the Little Wooden Horse’.

Tall Stories brings great stories to life 
for audiences of all ages. The company is 
a registered charity which tours the UK 
and the world with its exciting blend of 
storytelling theatre, original music and 
lots of laughs. Tall Stories was founded in 
1997 by co-directors Olivia Jacobs and 
Toby Mitchell. Tall Stories shows have 
played in the West End, on Broadway and 
at the Sydney Opera House, as well as all 
sorts of venues and countries in between.

TALL STORIES DON’T MISS...
THE GRUFFALO’S CHILD

Live on Stage
Alexandra Palace Theatre, London

28 Nov 2020 - 3 Jan 2021


