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1. Sample Press Release  
 

ALFIE WHITE: SPACE EXPLORER – the story behind the story 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Over its 18 years of existence Tall Stories has worked with many talented composers and musicians. But this 

year is the first time the company has worked with a musician posthumously. 

 

‘Alfie White: Space Explorer’, the company's brand new show for ages 5 and up, uses music performed by the 

father of Toby Mitchell, Tall Stories' co-director, who sadly passed away in 1988 (six months after the 

company's first Edinburgh Fringe). 

 

Malcolm Mitchell, guitarist, bandleader, composer and vocalist, was born in 1926. He was one of the first 

British musicians to play professionally with Duke Ellington. Later his trio and his big band toured nationally 

and internationally to great acclaim. But, according to Toby, “I grew up completely unaware that my dad 

had been famous before I was born. He was a very modest man, and he didn't really talk about his 

extraordinary past.” 

 

‘Alfie White: Space Explorer’ is set in 1967, before Toby was born, but the show's protagonist Alfie similarly 

knows little about his own father's past. When his father mysteriously disappears, Alfie has to uncover all 

sorts of secrets about his father's past, in order to find out where he is. 

 

Having decided on the dual themes of space and jazz, during the development period for the show Toby 

stumbled across a newly uploaded YouTube video of his dad – a song entitled Spaceship Boogie. This 

provided Tall Stories with the last piece of the puzzle to create the show, as it combined the two themes in 

one piece of music. Check out the song at www.tinyurl.com/spaceshipsong. 

 

Audiences and critics responded really well to the show in Edinburgh. We hope that Alfie's mission will 

continue in 2016 with similar success... 

 

THE SHOW 
 

It’s 1967 and the Space Race is on… 

Alfie White is crazy about space. And his dad is 

training to be the first man on the moon. At least 

that’s what Alfie tells his schoolmates. In fact, Alfie’s 

dad has disappeared without trace – as if swallowed 

up by a black hole… Together with his best friend Meg, 

Alfie sets out on a daring mission to find his dad. But 

where on earth – or in space – is he? 

 

http://www.tinyurl.com/spaceshipsong


 A cosmic tale of adventure and discovery for everyone aged five and up in the latest show from Tall 

Stories, the company behind ‘The Gruffalo’, ‘The Snail and the Whale’ and ‘Emily Brown and the 

Thing’ 

 Inspired by the music of Toby’s father Malcolm Mitchell and his Trio and the true story of the Apollo 

1 mission 

 The show uses exciting physical storytelling, original 50s and 60s tracks, sound effects and lots of 

comedy 

 Recommended age range: 5 to 105 
 

 

THE COMPANY 
 

Tall Stories is a registered charity which brings great stories to life on stage for audiences of all ages. The 

company tours the UK and throughout the world with its exciting blend of storytelling theatre, original music 

and lots of laughs. Tall Stories was founded in 1997 by co-directors Olivia Jacobs and Toby Mitchell.  
 

Since then the company has produced 27 original shows, toured throughout the UK, Europe, North America, 

Asia and Australasia, and performed at the National Theatre, in the West End, on Broadway, at Sydney Opera 

House and at some fantastic museums, schools and summer festivals too.  

 

Writers/Directors: Olivia Jacobs and Toby Mitchell 

Cast: Lucy Tuck and Jordan Turner 

 

www.tallstories.org.uk   facebook.com/tallstoriestheatre   Twitter: @tallstoriesnews 

More info & images at:   www.tallstories.org.uk    020 8348 0080    natalia@tallstories.org.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.tallstories.org.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/tallstoriestheatre
http://www.twitter.com/tallstoriesnews
http://www.tallstories.org.uk/
mailto:natalia@tallstories.org.uk


2. SAMPLE SCHOOLS LETTER 

 

Please contact natalia@tallstories.org.uk to use this letter, tailored to your venue’s details 

mailto:natalia@tallstories.org.uk


3. BROCHURE COPY 
 

 

Tall Stories presents 

 

ALFIE WHITE: SPACE EXPLORER 
 

It's 1967 and the Space Race is on... 

 

Alfie White is crazy about space – and his dad is training to be the first man on the moon. At least that’s what 

Alfie tells his schoolmates. In fact, his dad has disappeared without trace – as if swallowed up by a black 

hole… Together with his best friend Meg, Alfie sets out on a daring mission to find his dad. But where on 

earth – or in space – is he? 

 

A cosmic tale of adventure and discovery for everyone aged five and up. 

 

Running time 55 minutes (no interval) 

 

 

Praise for the show 

 

‘A thrilling everyday adventure that is engaging for all ages’  Broadway Baby 

 

‘A richly crafted, sparkily delivered fable for the whole family’  The List 

 

‘An accomplished piece of children’s storytelling theatre… Holds the children in rapt and often amused 

attention’  The Stage 

 

‘An original, well-crafted story that touches real human emotions’  The Scotsman 

 

‘A charming story of discovering that there’s as much to explore in the space you occupy in the world, as 

there is between here and the moon’  Fest Magazine 

 

 

Praise for Tall Stories   

‘Tall Stories sets the benchmark for children’s theatre’ – The Sunday Times 

‘An engrossing, irreverently funny, melodic and exceptionally well-acted pleasure’ – The New York Times on 

‘Snow White’ 

‘Tall Stories’ adaptation of the much-loved children’s book is a small but ingenious pleasure…’ – The 

Guardian on ‘The Snail and the Whale’ 

 ‘It is a rare treat to find a show that really is for all the family…’ – The Scotsman on ‘The Gruffalo’ 

 

‘Children’s theatre doesn’t come much better than this’ – The Stage on ‘Room on the Broom’ 



4. BOX OFFICE BRIEF 
 

 

 From the creators of The Gruffalo and The Snail and the Whale on stage. 

 

 The show is for age 5 and upwards and their families.  

 

 Tall Stories use a physical storytelling style combined with humour and original music to   create a 

lively theatrical experience that embraces its audience. In this show there are two performers. 

 

 Alfie White: Space Explorer  is a tale of adventure & discovery 

 

 The show will be touring from October 2016 to December 2016 

 

 The show premiered at the 2015 Edinburgh Festival. This is the first UK tour. 

 

 The show is set in the 1960s during the ‘Space Race’. It mixes physical storytelling and original period 

music from the Malcolm Mitchell Trio. 

 

 

Age Group:  5 to 9 

 

Running Time:  55 minutes, no interval. 

 

Devised by: Toby Mitchell, Olivia Jacobs and the Company 

 

 

Tall Stories is committed to making sure our productions are accessible and open to everyone and we aim to 

be an industry frontrunner in providing performances which accommodate a range of audience needs and 

abilities. All of our productions are easily able to be adapted for BSL, Audio Described and Relaxed 

Performances. If you would like to hold any access performances of ‘Alfie White: Space Explorer’ during its 

time at your venue, please contact: Charlotte Lund charlotte@tallstories.org.uk / 020 8348 0080 

mailto:charlotte@tallstories.org.uk


5. COMPANY AND CREATIVE TEAM INFORMATION 
 

 

Tall Stories Theatre Company 

Tall Stories is a registered charity which brings great stories to life on stage for audiences of all ages. The 

company tours the UK and throughout the world with its exciting blend of storytelling theatre, original music 

and lots of laughs. Tall Stories was founded in 1997 by co-directors Olivia Jacobs and Toby Mitchell. Since 

then the company has produced 27 original shows, toured throughout the UK, Europe, North America, Asia 

and Australasia, and performed at the National Theatre, in the West End, on Broadway, at Sydney Opera 

House and at some fantastic museums, schools and summer festivals too. 

 

Creative Team 
 

Toby Mitchell – Director / Writer 

Toby studied at Cambridge University and trained at Central School of Speech and Drama. Directing credits for 

Tall Stories include: My Brother the Robot (UK, Poland), The Snail and the Whale (UK inc. West End, Poland, 

Bermuda, Hong Kong, Singapore & USA) Twinkle Twonkle (UK, USA), Does a Monster live Next Door?, Cat and 

No Mouse, The Snow Dragon (UK, USA, Poland, Singapore, Hong Kong), The Owl and the Pussycat and Alice 

and Mr Dodgson. He recently directed German-language productions of Room on the Broom, The Gruffalo and 

The Gruffalo’s Child for the Junges Theater Bonn and he’s hoping someone will want to produce the shows in 

Paris next. Other directing/devising work includes: A British Guide to French Pop, The Island of First Loves, The 

Truth and The Egg. Prior to Tall Stories he worked as a French teacher and a children’s book editor. He is joint 

artistic director of Tall Stories, which he co-founded with Olivia Jacobs in 1997. 

 

Olivia Jacobs – Creative Producer / Writer 

Olivia trained at Central School of Speech and Drama and obtained an English Degree from the University of 

London. Directing credits for Tall Stories include: The Gruffalo (UK inc West End, Broadway, USA, Australia inc 

Sydney Opera House, Hong Kong, DVD); The Gruffalo’s Child (UK inc West End, Dubai, Australia inc Sydney 

Opera House), Room on the Broom (UK, USA, Hong Kong, Singapore), Mr Benn (UK, Hong Kong), How the 

Giraffe got its Neck (UK, Singapore), William’s Monsters (UK, Singapore), Something Else (UK, Poland), Them 

with Tails (UK, Poland); Mum and the Monster (UK), Snow White (UK, USA inc Broadway), The Latke Who 

Couldn’t Stop Screaming (London). She worked as Artistic Director of Camden People’s Theatre where she 

directed The Monkey’s Paw and The Necklace. She is co-founder and joint artistic director of Tall Stories. 

 

Peter Harrison – Lighting Design 

Peter Trained at RADA. Lighting Designs include Pink Mist (Bristol Old Vic), Barnes' People (Trafalgar 

Transformed), Jerry’s Girls (St. James Studio) and Paul Bunyan (Welsh National Youth Opera). Other Lighting 

Designs have included Orestes (Shared Experience), The Doubtful Guest (Hoipolloi), Much Ado About 

Nothing (Ludlow Festival), The Life and Adventures of Santa Claus (Big Wooden Horse) and Translunar 

Paradise (Theatre Ad Infinitum). As an Associate Lighting Designer credits include, Made in Dagenham 

(Adelphi Theatre), I Can't Sing (London Palladium), The Commitments (Palace Theatre, London) and 

Collaborators (National Theatre). 

 

Bek Palmer – Designer 

Bek trained at LIPA and studied Post Graduate Theatre Design at RWCMD. This is Bek’s second production 

with Tall Stories after designing their adaptation of Lemony Snicket’s The Latke Who Couldn’t Stop 

Screaming (co - produced by YaD Arts). Other set and costume designs include; Bear & Butterfly, My Mother 

Told Me Not To Stare, The Night Pirates, Angel, Luna, The Elves and the Shoemaker and Tiny Treasures 

(Theatre Hullabaloo),  Waiting for Godot and Betrayal (London Classic Theatre, Shaun The Sheep (Dan 

Coleman), What The Ladybird Heard (Kenny Wax) and Happily Ever After (Action Transport Theatre).  



 

Shock Productions – Sound Design 

Jon Fiber and Andy Shaw of Shock Productions have composed and recorded songs and sound effects for 

theatre since 1997. Current show highlights include The Gruffalo (UK and international tour), Room On The 

Broom (UK and US Tour), The Gruffalo’s Child (UK and international tour), Mr Benn (UK tour), William’s 

Monster (UK and international tour), Them with Frozen Tails (UK tour), Something Else (UK tour), The Snow 

Dragon (UK and international tour), How the Giraffe Got Its Neck (UK tour), Twinkle Twonkle (UK Tour), The 

Night Before Christmas (UK tour), Don’t Let the Pigeon Stay Up Late (UK and US tour), The Life and 

Adventures of Santa Claus (UK and US tour) and sound design for The Tiger Who Came to Tea (UK tour) and 

Spot’s Birthday (UK tour). 

 

 

Cast Information 
 

Jordan Turner – Alfie/Narrator 

Jordan recently graduated from East 15 Acting School after studying the 3-year B.A. (Hons) Physical Theatre. 

He is delighted to be returning to Alfie White: Space Explorer after originating the role at the Edinburgh 

Festival Fringe in 2015 performing in his debut performance with Tall Stories. Credits whilst training include: 

Haroun and the Sea of Stories, The Passage, Go Solo, The Trial. 

 

Lucy Tuck – Meg/Narrator/Others 

Lucy originated the role at the Edinburgh Fringe in 2015 and is delighted to be back this year. Work to date: 

101 Dalmatians; Last Voyage Of Sinbad the Sailor; Cinderella. A Fairytale (Olivier nominated 2013) all for 

Tobacco Factory Theatre, Bristol. A Midsummer Night's Dream (Handspring/Bristol Old Vic); The Boy Who 

Cried Wolf (B.O.V); How Cold My Toes (Travelling Light); Macbeth: Kill Bill Shakespeare (Wales Tour); Perfect 

Pie (Stella Quines); Peter Pan, Aladdin (B.A.C, Kendal); Lady Macbeth Re-Writes The Rulebook (Broads With 

Swords); The Lion, The Witch And The Wardrobe (RSC); Macbeth (European Tour); Trouble In Tahiti 

(Southwark Playhouse). 

 



6. TOUR CONTACTS  
 

 

Tall Stories 

Jacksons Lane 

269a Archway Road 

London N6 5AA 

 

Tel: 020 8348 0080 

 

www.tallstories.org.uk 

info@tallstories.org.uk 

 

Company Stage Manager: 

 

Producer:  

Lucy Wood lucy@tallstories.org.uk 

 

Projects Manager:  

Charlotte Lund charlotte@tallstories.org.uk 

 

Production Assistant: 

Natalia Scorer natalia@tallstories.org.uk 

 

 

 

7. WEBSITE AND IMAGE INFORMATION 
 

Please use our website for further information about Alfie White: Space Explorer 

  

www.tallstories.org.uk 
 

It contains further information on all of our shows, including technical info. High resolution images, 

brochure copy and the Tall Stories logo are available for download in each of the show sections under 

‘Resources’.  

 

http://www.tallstories.org.uk/
mailto:info@tallstories.org.uk
mailto:lucy@tallstories.org.uk
mailto:siobhan@tallstories.org.uk
mailto:natalia@tallstories.org.uk
http://www.tallstories.org.uk/


8. AUTUMN 2016 TOUR SCHEDULE 
 

 

(Dates are subject to change) 

 

October 2016 

22 The Lyric Hammersmith, London 

23 The Lowry, Salford 

24 Pyramid and Parr, Warrington  

26 The Ffwrnes, Llanelli 

28 LPAC, Lincoln 

29 The Mill Arts Centre, Banbury 

30 Lakeside Arts Centre, Nottingham 

 

November 2016 

3 – 4 Redbridge Drama Centre, London 

5 The Garrick Theatre, Lichfield 

6 The Old Rep Theatre, Birmingham 

9 Square Chapel, Halifax 

11 Tacchi Morris Arts Centre, Taunton 

12 Connaught Theatre, Worthing  

13 Cornerstone Arts Centre, Didcot  

18 – 19 The Egg, Bath 

20 Royal Welsh College of Music & Drama, Cardiff 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



9. REVIEWS  
 

 

“It’s a clever trick, setting a kids’ show in the late 1960s. The children get all the magic of an unfamiliar 

era, while the parents get a good dose of nostalgia. Tall Stories also has a fantastic ready-made 

soundtrack at its disposal, from Miles Davis to the Beatles. 

 

But these aren’t the only – or even the main – reasons this show is so great. The company has devised a 

lively and tender tale about a boy who makes up his own tall story to get the bullies off his back about 

where his father is. Edward White, Alfie tells us, was the first man to walk in space. Sure enough it gains 

him respect for a while but is a story that ultimately backfires, and if you know your space history you’ll 

already know why. Coming clean about the lie, Alfie then embarks on a detective hunt with his plucky 

new friend Meg, leading him to discover the truth about his father, and also that the skies aren’t the 

only place stars can be found.  

 

Jordan Turner is an adorable Alfie, gutsy and awkward and beautifully expressive, while Lucy Tuck – 

playing all the other parts, from Meg to nose-picker Stan, to a gate post, stairs, a see-saw and a dog – is 

absolutely outstanding. A natural physical storyteller and comedian, the detail she injects into each 

character, along with her comic timing and energy, lifts what is already a jolly good yarn to even greater 

heights.  

 

There is so much to love about this production, not least the inventive use of records as masks, and 

Bek Palmer’s creative set, that it is tempting to recommend it for an antidote to a rainy day 

whether or not you have children to bring along.” 

 

Lucy Ribchester, The List (14th August 2015)  

 

 

“In this excellent piece of story-telling, Alfie White embarks upon a thrilling everyday adventure 

that is engaging for all ages. Clever staging combine with flawless acting to create an easily 

comprehensible and close-to-home story.  

 

Both actors are full of energy, making the performance a joy to watch. Jordan Turner plays an adorable 

Alfie, his characterisation failing to leave a heart unbroken amongst the parents in the audience. His 

voice and movements are big and exciting, without losing the truth of the character, meaning that 

whilst he is engaging to watch for all audience members, he doesn’t lose the story. 

 

Lucy Tuck masterfully switches from role to role with clarity and precision, playing all the other 

characters in the story, from Alfie’s scary Grandma to his inquisitive friend Meg. Tuck is a pleasure to 

watch in every role she plays. Her animated narration and excellent characterisation give the audience a 

clear understanding of the attribute of each character. She somehow, despite switching from role to 

role in seconds, manages to keep the story believable. 

 

Space, as a theme, recurs throughout the show as an interesting and inspiring way of looking at the 

world through Alfie’s eyes. The script is clever on multiple levels, from the fact that is set in the 1960s to 

create a feeling of nostalgia for the parents, whilst being able to teach the children about the space 

race. The use of repetition throughout the show has a comedic effect, and makes it easily 

comprehensible for the kids. 

 



The aesthetic is beautiful, with a colourful and simple set that is cleverly adapted to create all the 

different places that Meg and Alfie travel to in their adventure. This show is, plainly and simply, a 

pleasant story told in an exciting way by a pair of talented performers.” 

Joshua Young, Broadway Baby (19th August 2015)  

 

 

“Desperate to meet his long-lost father, space-obsessed young Alfie White has to abandon pretending 

his dad is an astronaut on a moon mission when real astronaut Edward White dies in a US rocket 

accident. 

 

School friend Meg consoles him - then finds a mysterious photo that prompts their detective adventure 

to discover his father's true identity. Keen sleuthing at Blue Moon Jazz Club and Old Ron's Record Shop, 

and surprise confession by Alfie's previously silent grandma, lead to an astonishing conclusion - and a 

name the very opposite of his father's. 

 

Tall Stories enhances its established reputation by breaking new ground with this 1960s-era story of 

boyhood emotion interwoven with fascination with the US-Soviet moon race. 

 

Young Jordan Turner makes a promising stage debut as the literally starry-eyed Alfie, expressing his 

alternating desperation and hopefulness with accomplished style. Lucy Tuck renders Meg, grandma and 

other roles with assured professionalism; both actors excel in their humorous movement routines. 

Inspired by the director's experience of his own father musician Malcolm Mitchell, and played on Bek 

Palmer's truly cosmic set, this thoughtful narrative with jazz holds the children in rapt and often 

amused attention. 

 

Verdict: Accomplished piece of children's storytelling theatre, especially suitable for five-plus age 

group.” 

 

Brian Cooper, The Stage (7th August 2015)  

 

 

“You don’t have to look far to find a reconstructed family these days, but back in the 1960s it was a little 

more unusual. Which is why young Alfie White has a tough time of it in primary school. Mum left when 

he was very small, Dad disappeared two years ago – so now he lives with Gran. “Why don’t you 

disappear, too?” teases Stan, the class bully. Home isn’t much better, where Alfie and Gran stumble 

through stilted conversations, dealing with their own private sadness. 

 

Happily for Alfie, and the audience, he’s got a rocket-fuelled passion that gets him through the day: 

outer space. That, and lovely Meg – the only person in school never to cast a mean word in his 

direction. 

 

As we’ve come to expect from children’s theatre company Tall Stories, Alfie’s life is played out through 

energetic, physical storytelling. Actors Jordan Turner and Lucy Tuck switch with ease between narrating 

and playing a range of characters, as Alfie’s quest to find his father unfolds. 

 

The backdrop to this very personal tale is a global news story – the space race. Set in 1967, with Russia 

and America rushing to land on the Moon, the staging and costumes perfectly capture the unique style 

of the era. 

 



Another nice touch comes via the music – original jazz recordings from the 1940s and 50s by the 

Malcolm Mitchell Trio (real life father to Tall Stories co-director, Toby Mitchell and source of a lovely 

plot twist in the show). 

 

Tall Stories may be best known for its lively, song-filled adaptations of Julia Donaldson books (The 

Gruffalo, Room on the Broom) but it also has a solid reputation for original, well-crafted stories that 

touch real human emotions – just like this one.” 

 

Kelly Apter, The Scotsman (18th August 2015)  

 

“There are 100 million stars in the galaxy, we’re told in Alfie White: Space Explorer, and 100 million 

galaxies in the universe. That’s an awful lot of space for Alfie White to explore. 

It’s 1967, and space is all he thinks about. He flies down the stairs in his apartment building. He looks 

both ways before crossing the intergalactic highway. In P.E., he gives up jumping jacks for space walks. 

At school, 'Alfie Alien' doesn’t really have friends. That is until he tells a little lie: his dad is astronaut 

Edward White, preparing for the Apollo 1 mission. Suddenly the kids are a bit more interested. 

Alfie White is a charming story of discovering that there's as much to explore in the space you 

occupy in the world as there is between here and the moon. Directors Olivia Jacobs and Toby 

Mitchell never talk down to their audience. There are no unnecessary explanations about the space-race 

era; the story is enough to allow the children to catch up on their own. 

Jordan Turner, all gangly limbs and excited smiles, captures the spirit of the young boy perfectly, while 

Lucy Tuck is delightful as Meg, the girl who teaches Alfie he just needs to learn how to stick up for 

himself. 

Tall Stories packs a lot of narrative and information into this one-hour show, and older children will be 

able to find much in its depth. But the company deftly balances this over a simple narrative arc with 

engaging and physical performances, capturing the imaginations of younger children, too.” 

 Jane Howard, Fest (8th August 2015)  

 

 


